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	Statement of Purpose 
-------------------------------------------------------------------
As an international professional and city worker I have had the opportunity to observe the redevelopment efforts in my native city New Delhi, India and my adopted city New Orleans, LA, USA.  In many ways both cities are struggling to retain their rich cultural traditions while embracing new economic opportunities.  In each city one can finds examples of historic landmarks, ancient ruins and sky scrapers side by side. A mosaic of traditional architecture next to buildings with a more “international” flair weaved with modern transportation networks. These cities borne out of the melting pot of cultural renaissance, colonial imprints, shared disaster recovery are resilient and ambitious in their indelible image and philosophy. Delhi rebuilt seven times over 2000 years speaks of historical perpetuity and the port of New Orleans, from its days with the American natives through  several colonial aspirations is a symbol today of American revival.

	Motivation and

Purpose
	As a public servant for several years I have encountered citizens that feel that the preservation of their cultural identity is paramount, however others feel that the sacrifice of the same is worth the economic trade-offs.  As an architect I always found myself in the crossfire of both schools of thought and then decided to pursue the solution to my dilemma as a Masters in Architecture in New Orleans, Tulane school of Architecture (TSA).  
I was born into a family where my mother is an unrevealed artist and my father a social scholar. As I grew up, I saw through the twin eyes of an artist and a scholar realizing that everything around us is by design, divine or otherwise.
I hail from the temple state of Odisha, India the land of 2500 years of sustainable, cyclone mitigating architecture, sculture and patachitra paintings. Embodying its spiritual, philosophical and civilized life in the expression of classical dance forms, literature, naval architecture led to the propogation of budhism and hinduism to south east Asia. I discovered Odisha anew for a temple study in my second year and finally payed homage by basing my undergraduate thesis there. Le Corbusier designed the capital of Odisha and Lutyen designed the City of New Delhi, so eclectic ideas started my journey as an architect, first as a student and then as a city official. As a graduate student in New Orleans I was pleasantly surprised at not only the colonial analogies I could draw between America and India but the Native American, Mexican and ancient South Asian Indian art, architecture, and religious beliefs. It all seemed to fit in like a puzzle coming together, the notions of state, religion, art, architecture, settlement and development. It is at this juncture I realised that I need to further explore the very relevant questions of - architectural history and heritage’s relevance and its representation in present-day design and re-habilitation.

	Academic Background
	As a child and as an adult I traveled extensively throughout my own country and a dozen other countries, always caught in the grueling intricacies of design philosophy and tradition. The designed, the built, the unbuilt and its impact on everything in my life dictated most of my academia and projects.

	Undergraduate Study
	This historical, spatial and humane aspect had enthralled me and guided my professional and academic life for over a decade. As an undergraduate I did very well in architecture history, art history, urban design and vernacular architecture. Congruent to my multi-function high-rise design exercises in the third year I also pursued my Art Thesis zealously. My undergraduate dissertation on the design aspects of urban social issues - “Effects of Urban Crime on the Urban environment” (2001) and focused on the gender sensitive CPTED study. My underdraduate thesis amalgamated my various passions for technology, vernacular design, and architectural and cultural roots and took me back to the resilient coast of my family roots in Odisha, India to visualize a “Maritime Museum and Research Centre, Gopalpur, Odisha”. It was my tribute to their 3000 years of historic resilience and architectural achievements.

	Graduate Study

	In the course of my Graduate degree I hoped to assimilate both my practical experience and my academic pursuits. My option studio project "Redistribution of North Claiborne Neutral ground to revive the historical Treme district of New Orleans"- addresses the disappearance of the traditional markets and food joints from the area leaving a void and their revival could encourage local enterprise and economic growth. This is designed through a re-distribution of the existing centrally located historic neutral ground to the edges and intersections in an effort to slow movement through the N. Claiborne corridor, to better perceive the invisible weave and identity of this historic neighbourhood.   
My Thesis- "Urban Centre for Justice re-investment: Rehabilitation in Treme-seventh ward, New Orleans”- explores an overlap of cultural infrastructure-building practices in New Orleans.  Overlapping classic safe city design ideals and a shift in the perception of law enforcement world-wide, the program and design proposed hoped to symbolically bridge over the historic Bayou road (Native american portage route) and tugged at the cultural developments of the colonial neighborhoods, while also attempted to address the invisible socio-cultural divide that is the esplanade ridge. 
The emphasis of History of Americas elective was on Art and architecture reflecting collectivity, reciprocity, transformation, and essence. The course covered pre-historic America, Mesoamerica, South Americas. My well recieved research term paper was on “French Colonial: Construction Techniques And Materials” with a special understanding of the architecture and historic preservation of New Orleans.

	Research Activity
	My research interests always inclined towards the investigation of social aspects of design. The architecture of city building and the architecture of the everydayness has influenced my design work greatly. My participation in the Cornerstone project was both research-oriented as well as exploratory.  It introduced me to be introduced to varied research methods and techniques to document significant buildings in New Orleans’ built and cultural landscapes. Using these conceptual and methodological approaches, we generated documentation and place portraits of sites of local social, cultural, historical, or architectural significance to be included in the Cornerstones documentary project, an outreach project housed in the Tulane City Center that documents and promotes sites important to the social and cultural life of New Orleans. The fieldwork involved hands-on approach to gathering data and gaining insight on an array of social issues on Mid-City, Tulane-Gravier, Treme, Bayou Saint John, or Seventh Ward neighborhoods of New Orleans. Under the cornerstone umbrella we wrote reflective essays and produced posters, brochures and web media. My particular contribution was Bayou Road, Church of I Am- the former LeBreton Market, built in 1867 that used to be an Indian trading center and Crescent City Steaks New Orleans’ oldest family-owned steakhouse and a landmark of the Broad Street.

In the education and development of my skills as an Architect/ preservationist this insightful field study introduced me to the tools of collaborative ethnography and concepts of sacred structures, place significance, cultural knowledge and practice. This in turn allowed me to view  places as symbolic spaces and landmarks that embody unique cultural lifestyles where the people invest their daily time and consider it to be of invaluable importance to their identity. In terms of my own development my studio project work for Fall 2011' was greatly influenced by this research. The project I designed entitled "Re -Distributing the N. Clairborne Neutral Ground: Revival of Urban weave" mapped the invisible weave and identity of the historic neighborhood of Tremé which embodies its former diverse residents, elaborate festivals, markets, heritage sites, religious events and music traditions. Observing the evidence of culinary and cultural influences still apparent in modern day Tremé. The design proposal took into consideration intensities of these places as an impact on the edge definition of the N. Claiborne. Such informed design work grounded in collaborative partnerships and extended fieldwork captures and convey contemporary memory, life, and culture balances preservation goals with individual artistic expression. 

In all, the entire project helped identify gaps in my current planning and design mechanisms and gave me skills to identify true and genuine inputs that will help me cultivate a better understanding of preservation and historic heritage. 

	Field Work
	In New Orleans Geography for Architects curriculum we united architecture with geography, using New Orleans as a case study. This course opened up my world to spatial perspectives, analyses, and tools of geography for reading the cityscape, historical geographies that inform the modern-day built environment. Prof. Campenella inspired me to evaluate ideas of urban sustainability, think spatially and layed the foundation of what would eventually be the basis for analysis in my architectural design thesis. The field trips, assignments and discussion panels gave critical  insights into New Orleans urbanization, spread, architectural typologies and styles, urban spaces and human behavior spatially. 
In my term paper “Crime And The City : Relationships Between Age- Race – Unemployment And Crime” I mapped ethnic, racial, class geography of the surrounding neighborhood of my thesis site and explained the historical and present-day social conditions with a specific focus on Crime. The resultant map highlighted the most probable  intervention  or placement of social or physical infrastructure  and in turn played a central role in the selection of the site, node, neighborhoodin context to the spatial question of socio- economic impacts in my Thesis. 

	Teaching Experience
	I further pursued the issue of architectural history and heritage’s relevance on present-day development when I taught an URBAN DESIGN STUDIO for undergraduate students (Aug. 2012- Dec. 2012)- ‘Reinterpretation of “CIVIC CENTRE” Design  – A Paradox’ 

As studio director in MBS School of Planning and Architecture , New Delhi, India, I felt the design exercise was well suited in Gurgaon, India : a  new city needing a new language to define itself and a new urban centre to fulfill the aspirations of a younger society with new demands still set in the cultural norms of the past.
The studio hoped to introduce ideas of living collectively but practicing individuality, addressing the challenge of providing community spaces and issues of security and maintenance as one of the prime concern in the design of such public spaces. Lectures were conducted to further understand urban design strategies, concepts of city identity and landmark, reciprocity of spaces to the social milieu and the outcome of changing socio- cultural lifestyle and synergies to promote a healthy lifestyle. The design program hopes to address the social needs of people with different economic status, the flexibility of spaces that have provision for future, changing trends with increasing participation of woman in society. Some spaces like child support centre, day care facility introduced speaks of the gender equality and woman empowerment and acceptance in modern society.  The other spaces of the program aim to make the proposed Civic Centre a major business centre catering to an equally strong residential sector.

	Work Experience as an Architect
	The eight years after my Bachelors in Architecture I worked with  various multi-disciplinary International consultants in Architecture, Interior Design, Landscape Design, Bridges, Highways, Traffic and Transportation, Urban Planning. My years with Parsons Brinkerhoff Pte. Ltd. (Singapore) trained me well and gave me opportunities to learn, housing, commercial building, handle whole tenders (Ascott Citadine’s, China), my fondest memory was the NAG- National Art gallery competition. I found my first taste of landmark architecture working on Kenjo Tange’s Master piece ‘OUB centre’ with SAA architects Pte. Ltd. (Singapore 2007-2008) the 64 storeys iconic building and addition of a new 38 storey OUB tower-2 complementing the existing magnum opus. I learnt how the buildings effect city mosiac and how much of a cultural responsibility it is as a design professional. I matured into the realisation that I must learn to - build without limits and build within limitations.

As architects we are part of the city-building and vice versa. To pursue this new found goal I joined DIMTS Pvt. Ltd. India (2009), working on projects like Interstate bus terminals, Bus Rapid system terminal, Transport Department (Govt. of Delhi) facilities and public facilities. My user base had just exploded and now I am representing the interests of the entire city. It is overwhelming and challenging and I hope started seeing aspects of historical preservation and conservation and the challenges of sustainability and continuity of a city as an integral part of my design philosphy.

	Plan for Future Study and Career
	I would like to pursue the “Phd in History, Art and Architecture” at your esteemed university to further my passion for the craft and to enhance my ability to contribute to transforming the world as only architecture can.

My objective:

· The research of preservation, development, and sustainability of major cultural landmarks within resilient cities for the perpetuation of heritage and identity

· The recognition of cities as priceless reminders of the past surviving through its major preserved historical landmarks and cultural ethos.

· The necessity of restoring historical consciousness, in order to enhance the educational programme related to built environment, planning and administration.

· The consideration of rehabilitation as an important aspect of redevelopment of a city.

	The program is a good match for me
	Why this program is a good match for you.  You can make reference to any of its faculty, their research programs, labs and research centers in the department, the specializations or structure of the program, etc.  Basically, given your background, research interests, and career goal, what is it about this program that will help you achieve your goal?


